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In a prose that is so beautiful it is poetry, weÂ Â see the world of growing up and going

somewhereÂ Â through the dust and heat of Fresno's industrialÂ Â side and beyond: It is a boy's

coming of age in theÂ Â barrio, parochial school, attending church, publicÂ Â summer school, and

trying to fall out of love so heÂ Â can join in a Little League baseball team.Â Â His is a clarity that

rings constantly through theÂ Â warmth and wry reality of these sometimesÂ Â humorous,

sometimes tragic, always human remembrances.

Lexile Measure: 1140L (What's this?)

Series: Laurel-Leaf Books

Mass Market Paperback: 176 pages

Publisher: Laurel Leaf; Reprint edition (February 1, 1992)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0440211700

ISBN-13: 978-0440211709

Product Dimensions:  4.2 x 0.5 x 6.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 3.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.2 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (28 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #201,994 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #39 inÂ Books > Teens >

Biographies > Cultural Heritage   #196 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Geography & Cultures >

Multicultural Stories > Hispanic & Latino   #310 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Biographies >

Multicultural

Age Range: 12 and up

Grade Level: 7 and up

Living Up the Street is one of the many books published by Gary Soto. Many of the books that he

writes are about some childhood past experiences. It tells about his ups and downs that he went

through as a child. Not all of the situations are from his childhood, but many are. Knowing the

beginning of the book, a few events, and what I thought of the book will give you a better

understanding of the book and how interesting it is. The book begins by introducing three children

that will be the main characters throughout the book. These children are Rick 6, Chango 5, who is

also the narrator in the book, and Debra 4. Basically the beginning the book tells about how the



family struggles in life and how their mom, when angry, takes a belt to the children when they did

inappropriate things. The first event that takes place is when their mom has to leave to go

somewhere and someone else was supposed to watch the three children. The children thinking they

could manage on their own got to stay home by themselves. The children liked to play with fire so

they did make a fire and ended up burning some items in the house and they also had a tomato

fight which made the house a complete mess. When their mom came home she was very angered

by what they did. Another event that took place at the beginning deals with their father. Their father

was a good man and a hard working one too. Their father was going to start to do some work on the

house so he and his family could have better living conditions. One day their father got a head injury

at work and he had to be taken to the hospital. There he stayed and two days later he ended up

dying from the head injury. The whole family was sad to see him die. One thing that he was doing

before he died was putting up a fence at home.
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